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woodworker’s profile

Phil has made a number of 
pieces of large furniture for 
both home and shop, like 
the workbench, storage 
cabinets, and the massive 
hutch shown above. Here 
Phil measures the hutch 
doors in preparation for 
mounting glass inserts.

Phil Bumbalough has been working with wood  
almost as long as he has with electronics and 
computers. Phil trained in avionics and elec-

tronics when working on jets while in the Marine 
Corps (Marine memorabilia and several photos of 
jets decorate his shop), and now tests software by 
profession, so it’s not surprising that his digital life 
often overlaps his woodworking life.

When not in his shop, Phil is usually at his computer 
updating or writing articles for his woodworking 
Web site (benchmark.20m.com). The extensive site 
features shop tours of both his current and previous 
shops, plans for jigs and projects, and dozens of his 
tool reviews and woodworking articles on a variety of 
topics. Some of the articles, such as “Woodworking in 
the Digital Domain” and “The Microsoft-compatible 
Tablesaw,” serve as good examples of his technical 
background.

Phil was exposed to woodworking in high school 
shop class, but feels he got any natural abilities he 
has from his dad. “The first project I remember doing 
was an exact replica of a battleship made from cutoffs 
of whatever project he was working on,” he recalls. “I 
was probably about six years old, so you can imagine 
just how ‘exact’ that replica was.”

Photographer: Phil Bumbalough; Jeff McSweeney Creative Services  
Illustrations: Roxanne LeMoine
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Similar in concept to the dial-indicator holder 
he made for his jointer, Phil designed this 
variation for the planer. The V-shaped holder 
straddles the knives while contacting the 
curved surface of the cutterhead, so he can set 
the knives accurately relative to the head. 

   V-Block Dial-Indicator Holder

On the smaller side, Phil also enjoys clockmaking. Made 
of oak (left) and figured maple veneer (right), these two 
clocks feature double-strike “bim-bam” movements.


